
HOW TO GUIDE
OILING YOUR NEW DECK

BEST OF LUCK WITH OILING YOUR DECK! 
If you are unsure at any point in the process, do not hesitate to 
get some advice from us!
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OILING YOUR DECK – THIS IS WHAT YOU WILL NEED

DECKING 
CLEANER

DECKING BRUSH 
 Applicator or Cabots 
lambswool applicator.

PAINT TRAY 
 Or Cabots

applicator bucket

DECKING
OIL

CLEANING RAG & 
TURPENTINE 

or clean water (in case 
of any mess or spills)

If this is the first time you have oiled or used a 
particular product it is best to patch-test a small 
area to see how much oil needs to be applied for 
it to soak into the wood. Stir thoroughly before 
and during use with a flat blade stirrer.

If project requires more than one can mix all 
cans together in one large container to achieve 
colour uniformity.

•  Apply oil using a brush or lambswool applicator

• When coating large areas, such as decking, 
coat no more than three boards at a time with 
long, continuous strokes with enough oil on the 
applicator to soak in the wood. Complete an entire 
length or continue until a natural break occurs.

• If oil pools and becomes sticky on the surface, 
remove the excess oil with a rag and turpentine.

• Wait the recommended time on oil tin and 
apply a second coat.

Also note is it best not to apply:
• during temperatures above 35°C or below 10°C
• if rain or dew is expected within four hours of 
application
• to hot surfaces or those in direct sunlight

Doing so may result in difficult application, poor 
adhesion and blistering. Each brand is different so 
make sure you follow the instructions on the tin.

Oiling is not a permanent deck maintenance 
solution. To keep your deck protected, oil 
will need to be reapplied periodically. Check 
with the brand of oil you are using for a 
recommended timeframe.



BEFORE OILING
It is essential to have a clean deck. 
Before oiling, make sure deck 
has not been previously treated 
with stain, paint or oil. If it has, 
any previous treatment it must 
be completely removed. After 
sweeping all debris from the 
surface, give it a thorough clean 
with a product safe for use on 
that species of deck.

A timber deck can add significant value to 
your home but when it comes to maintaining 
the condition of your deck there are many 
options to consider: oiling, painting, or staining. 
However, in our opinion, oiling is the best 
product for coating your timber deck.

The difference between oil and a paint or stain 
is that it does not just sit on the wood’s surface, 
where it could potential bubble or blister if not 
applied correctly, it penetrates deep into the 
timber and between the joints of the timber. 

The penetrating nature of oil helps replicate 
timber’s natural defenses against aging, 
saturating the cells to protect against drying 
out. It also gives the timber a resistance to 
moisture build up and UV. Oils generally turn 
the timber a darker shade of colour. 

Tough deck clients have had a lot of success 
with the following oils: 
CD50 extreme - Purpleheart/ Fijian Mahogany
Intergrain/Dryden -natural -Red Cumaru
Resene decking and furniture oil - Garapa.

• The amount of usage your deck gets
• The amount of exposure to the elements  
it receives
•  The type of oil/paint/stain previously applied 
(if any)
• The timber species

For example, if you have a new purple heart 
deck, which is a purple  hardwood timber, 

depending on the look you want to achieve it 
may be best to weather it for 6-8 weeks to let 
the timber silver before staining it to try and 
achieve a more accurate colour of stain you are 
trying to achieve. Or better yet, apply a clear 
coat of oil to your new purple heart decking 
which will give it all the benefit of being oiled 
but will still allow the timber to season to an 
amazing driftwood grey colour.

OILING YOUR NEW TOUGH DECK THE BEST-SUITED OIL FOR YOUR DECK WILL DEPEND ON:

PURPLEHEART WITH INTERGRAIN 
NATURAL OIL

PURPLEHEART WITH INTERGRAIN 
NATURAL OIL

GARAPA DECKING STAINED WITH 
CD50 (RUSTIC GOLD)

CUMARU DECKING STAINED WITH 
CD50 (WALNUT)

TOUGH DECKS RECOMMEND USING INTERGRAIN REVIVA, 
CD50 DEEP CLEAN OR CABOTS DECK CLEAN. 
These products will help remove:
• Water marks and stains
• Sap and resin stains
• Deep fungal stains
• Green stain from CCA treated timber
• Oil, grease, carbon stains and many other chemical stains.


